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anticipations is revealed by our surprise if they are not fulfilled.
This is of some importance for the interpretation of the antici-
pations that must be assumed in instinctive perceptions. In
ordinary sensory perception there is no conscious passage from
sensum to percept. We just perceive cats and oranges.

The fact that we are not conscious of the judging and antici-
pating, which analysis shows must have occurred in perceiving,
can be explained in terms of the discussion on consciousness in
the previous chapter. In the perception of familiar objects the
process which is the passage from sensum to percept runs so
easily, and the intensity of consciousness is therefore so low, that
the stages in the process cannot be discriminated by introspection
when the act of perceiving becomes an object of consciousness in
a later specious present. When perceiving unfamiliar things,
however, or familiar things under difficult conditions such as a
dim light, we may be conscious, if not of the process of judging
itself, at least of an effort to arrive at a judgment. We are
conscious of paying attention to the features of the object in order
to find out what it really is. Again, in recognizing which of two
very unequal squares is the larger, we are not conscious of judging
between them. If, however, the squares are of nearly equal size,
so that the decision is more difficult, we are conscious of the effort
to judge between them. It is, however, significant that more than
one act of perception is involved in deciding the true nature of
a thing seen in a dim light, or which of two nearly equal squares
is the larger. This differentiates reflective judgment from the
intuitive or implicit judgment in direct sensory perception. We
first perceive the object one way, and then another, and in a
subsequent act compare and judge between the different objects
as so perceived. Or we first perceive the two squares and then
compare what we have seen. In fact, it is not necessary to go
on looking at the squares in order to judge which is the larger;
it is a help to continue looking at them, but only because memory
images are not so clear-cut and constant as directly perceived
objects. This subsequent act, in which former perceptions are
compared and judged, is in essence also an act of perception, in
which memory images play the part which sensa do in sensory
perception.

In learning by experience, then, the consequences of earlier
experienced sensa become the basis for new anticipations in later
perceptions of the same situation, and the process of learning is